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ABSTRACT

The Role of Religion in Construction of the Meaning of Death and Life:
Case Study of an Elderly Woman's Life Story

KAWASHIMA Daisuke

National Institute of Mental Health, National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry

Although religion has an enormous impact on how people make sense of death and life, this topic has
not been substantively discussed. In particular, the “Ie” system, a key socio-cultural context for
Japanese religion, has not been considered in depth. Furthermore, the variety of meanings that can be
given to death and life, the relationship between those meanings and religious belief, and the products
that emerge from this rheaning—making process have not been fully explored. This study examined mul-
tiple meanings of death and life and their relation to religion by analyzing the life story of an elderly

~woman who believed in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. The results suggested that, in the “le” system, a
lifespan developmental process underlies the meanings constructed about death and life and the rela-
tion of both to religion. In addition, this paper discusses the process of identity construction as it

emerged through the interview process.

Key words: Meaning construction of death and life, religion, elderly, “Ie” , life story




